National Politics during the Gilded Era (1877-1890’s)
Directions: Work with your group to create a presentation on the topics below.  At a minimum, the presentation needs to include information about each topic from the list below, and it needs to identify the date(s), purpose, and key people.  Be sure you research the topic in detail before beginning your presentation.  This should be a story…not a list of facts.  How are these ideas linked under the title.
A. National Politics (general trends)
a. Laissez faire: definition and impact and examples

b. Republican vs. Democratic Party

i. What were their platforms?

c. Civil Service Reform

i. Old system (spoils system)-what was the problem
ii. Carl Schurz

iii. Pendleton Civil Service 

d. Money Supply

i. What was the issue? (gold v. silver)
ii. Coinage Act of 1873

iii. Crime of 73

e. Tariff Policy

B. Hayes and Election of 1876

a. What were the issues?

b. Who was running?

c. Who won?

d. Ending Reconstruction

C. Garfield/Arthur and Election of 1880

a. What were the issues?

b. Who was running?

c. Who won?

d. Assassination

e. Civil Service Reform

f. Half Breeds and Stalwarts

g. NYC Customs House investigation

h. Pendleton Civil Service Act

i. Chinese Exclusion Act

D. Cleveland and Election of 1884

a. What were the issues?

b. Who was running

c. Who won?

d. Mugwump reformers and defections

e. “Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion”

f. “Ma, ma, where’s my pa”

g. Interstate Commerce Act (1887)

h. Dawes Act

E. Harrison and Election of 1888

a. Who won?

b. Who was running?

c. Deepening divide of Republicans and Democrats over what issue?

d. Why is there an asterisk for this election?
e. GAR pensions

f. McKinley tariff

g. Sherman AntiTrust Act

h. Sherman Silver Purchase Act (1890)

F. Farmer Protest Movement
a. Causes (railroads, corporations, tariffs)

b. Omaha Platform

c. Grange

d. Farmer’s Alliance

e. National alliance

f. Populist Party

G. Cleveland and Election of 1892

a. What were the issues?

b. Who was running?

c. Who won?

d. Panic of 1893-causes and effects

i. Boom and bust

ii. Jobless March (Coxey)

e. Pullman Strike (1894)
H. McKinley and Election of 1896

a. What were the issues?

b. Who was running?
c. Who won?

d. Dingley Tariff

e. Currency Act of 1900
