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Assessing the Presidency of Andrew Jackson 

Document Analysis ____/40 points possible
HTS:  Historical Argumentation/Appropriate use of Historical Evidence

Objective: The early to mid-1800s were marked by the development of a modern democracy and a new national culture in the United States of America.  It has been argued that during this period, politicians and regular citizens alike viewed themselves as the guardians of the United States Constitution, political democracy, individual liberty, and equality of economic opportunity.  To what extent is this statement true?
Station 1—Perspective: The Inauguration of Jackson (6 points)
	1.
	 
	DOCUMENT INFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-C.) 
A.  List at least two things the document tells you about events and/or life in general at the time it was written. (1)

B.  Why do you think this document was written?  What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document.  (2)
C.  Margaret Bayard Smith’s was a close personal friend of Thomas Jefferson - founder of the party of the ‘common man’.  How had the nation changed, and how would Jefferson, had he been alive, feel about the election of Andrew Jackson?   (3)


Station 2—Cartoon Analysis (8 points)
	Step 1:  Observation. Study both cartoon. Complete the chart below by identifying what you see. (3)

	
	 
	People

Objects

Activities

2a

2b

Step 2.  Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer about this period.  

Step 3.  Level two questions.  What level 2 questions do these cartoons raise in your mind? Write two level 2 questions. 

Write an answer to one of your questions below (3 points).  Incorporate details from the cartoon, and your understanding of the Andrew Jackson’s presidency. (Note:  you may be able to come back to this and add more once you’ve finished all the stations.  That’s certainly acceptable.)  


Station 3—Perspective:  Indian Removal (8 points)
Divide the documents amongst the members of your group. 

Make notes below on what you read, and what you understand to be the source’s perspective—that is, their argument(s) for or against Indian Removal.  Be prepared to share your information with the others in your group. 
Source #_____.  Date and type of document








As each member discusses his/her information, make notes on what they share with the group. 
Source #_____.  Date and type of document








Overall assessment of Indian Removal based on what you have heard at this station.  Provide support for your thoughts from the evidence collected above.   Incorporate and respond to some of the arguments discovered at this station in your reply. (4)

Station 4—Tariff of 1828 (7 points)
Study the images presented to you.  What do they tell you about the state of the Union by 1833?  
	Support for the Tariff of 1828
	“Despotism” - Endicott and Swett Lithograph, 1833

	
	


How would this information be used by either Jackson supporters or opponents?  Incorporate details from your understanding of Jackson and the 1830s in general.  (3 points)  

After you have completed all the station work, respond to the following. (8) 
· The early to mid-1800s were marked by the development of a modern democracy and a new national culture in the United States of America. To what extent is this true?  Choose two of the following to discuss.  Incorporate outside information and evidence from your station work in your answer. 
Defense of the United States Constitution

The power of the common man
The protection of individual liberty

Equality of economic opportunity
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