
Station 1  
 

The Inauguration of President Andrew Jackson, 1829 
 

“Thursday morning. . . Thousands and thousands of people, without distinction of rank, collected in an immense mass 

round the Capitol, silent, orderly and tranquil, with their eyes fixed on the front of that edifice, waiting the appearance of 

the President in the portico. 

 

The door from the Rotunda opens, preceded by the marshals, surrounded by the Judges of the Supreme Court, the old man 

with his grey locks, that crown of glory, advances, bows to the people, who greet him with a shout that rends the air, the 

Cannons, from the heights around, from Alexandria and Fort Warburton proclaim the oath he has taken and the hills 

reverberate the sound. It was grand, - it was sublime! 

 

An almost breathless silence, succeeded and the multitude was still, - listening to catch the sound of his voice, tho' it was 

so low, as to be heard only by those nearest to him. After reading his speech, the oath was administered to him by the 

Chief Justice. The Marshal presented the Bible. The President took it from his hands, pressed his lips to it, laid it 

reverently down, then bowed again to the people - Yes, to the people in all their majesty. . . 

 

The south side of the Capitol was literally alive with the multitude, who stood ready to receive the hero and the multitude 

who attended him. . . When the speech was over, and the President made his parting bow, the barrier that had separated 

the people from him was broken down and they rushed up the steps all eager to shake hands with him. It was with 

difficulty he made his way through the Capitol and down the hill to the gateway that opens on the avenue. Here for a 

moment he was stopped. The living mass was impenetrable. 

 

After a while a passage was opened, and he mounted his horse which had been provided for his return (for he had walked 

to the Capitol) then such a cortege as followed him! Country men, farmers, gentlemen, mounted and dismounted, boys, 

women and children, black and white. Carriages, wagons and carts all pursuing him to the President's house. . . . [W]e set 

off to the President's House, but on a nearer approach found an entrance impossible, the yard and avenue was compact 

with living matter." 

 

"But what a scene did we witness! The Majesty of the People had disappeared, and a rabble, a mob, of boys, negros [sic], 

women, children, scrambling fighting, romping. What a pity what a pity! No arrangements had been made no police 

officers placed on duty and the whole house had been inundated by the rabble mob. We came too late. 

 

The President, after having been literally nearly pressed to death and almost suffocated and torn to pieces by the people in 

their eagerness to shake hands with Old Hickory, had retreated through the back way or south front and had escaped to his 

lodgings at Gadsby's. 

 

Cut glass and china to the amount of several thousand dollars had been broken in the struggle to get the refreshments, 

punch and other articles had been carried out in tubs and buckets, but had it been in hogsheads it would have been 

insufficient, ice-creams, and cake and lemonade, for 20,000 people, for it is said that number were there, tho' I think the 

number exaggerated. 

 

Ladies fainted, men were seen with bloody noses and such a scene of confusion took place as is impossible to describe, - 

those who got in could not get out by the door again, but had to scramble out of windows. At one time, the President who 

had retreated and retreated until he was pressed against the wall, could only be secured by a number of gentleman forming 

around him and making a kind of barrier of their own bodies, and the pressure was so great that Col. Bomford who was 

one said that at one time he was afraid they should have been pushed down, or on the President. It was then the windows 

were thrown open, and the torrent found an outlet, which otherwise might have proved fatal. 

 

This concourse had not been anticipated and therefore not provided against. Ladies and gentlemen, only had been 

expected at this Levee, not the people en masse. But it was the People's day, and the People's President and the People 

would rule."    

~Margaret Bayard Smith (1778-1844), friend of Thomas Jefferson and chronicler of early life in Washington, D.C.   

This account was published in The First Forty Years of Washington Society, by Margaret Bayard Smith (1906)



Station 2a 

  

“Symptoms of a locked jaw. Plain sewing done here” Boston, 1834 

“Cure for calumny” 

". . . Clay might 

stop a hole, to 

keep the wind 

away.” 



Station 2b 

 
Top right:  Bank of the United States: "Oh! dear Nick! I am dreadful sick!" Nicholas Biddle: "D--n that Doctor Jackson. This is the effect of his last prescription."  

Center: Bank supporters Henry Clay, Daniel Webster and John Calhoun, as physicians in consultation. Clay (center left): "What do you say to the application of my 

Patent American System?" Calhoun (center right): "Doctor your American System won't do here. Desperate cases require desperate remedies, a few of the leaden 

pills of Nullification and some blood taken will suffice." Webster (in the center): "I wonder how a few grains of Common Sense washed down with Boston 

Particular would do?"  

Bottom left: a man sits, holding a copy of the "National Gazette," moaning: "Alas! Alas! No more fees."  

Top left:  Jackson and Major Jack Downing look in through a window. Downing: "Why Gineral, I never know'd You was a Doctor before." Jackson: "No more I 

ain't Major Downing but I've read the American Family Physician and know what kind of a dose to give to clean out a foul stomach!"



Station 3a  
 

Indian Removal Act of 1830 
 

An Act to provide for an exchange of lands with the Indians residing in any of the states or 

territories, and for their removal west of the river Mississippi. 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in 

Congress assembled, That it shall and may be lawful for the President of the United States to 

cause so much of any territory belonging to the United States, west of the river Mississippi, not 

included in any state or organized territory, and to which the Indian title has been extinguished as 

he may judge necessary, to be divided into a suitable number of districts, for the reception of 

such tribes or nations of Indians as may choose to exchange the lands where they now reside, and 

remove there; and to cause each of said districts to be so described by natural or artificial marks, 

as to be easily distinguished from every other. 

 

SEC. 2.  And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the President to 

exchange any or all of such districts, so to be laid off and described, with any tribe or nation 

within the limits of any of the states or territories, and with which the United States have existing 

treaties, for the whole or any part or portion of the territory claimed and occupied by such trive 

or  nation, within the bounds of any one or more of the states or territories, where the land 

claimed and occupied by the Indians, is owned by the United States, or the United States are 

bound to the state within which it lies to extinguish the Indian claim thereto. 

 

SEC. 3.  And be it further enacted, That in the making of any such exchange or exchanges, 

it shall and may be lawful for the President solemnly to assure the tribe or nation with which the 

exchange is made, that the United States will forever secure and guaranty to them, and their heirs 

or successors, the country so exchanged with them; and if they prefer it, that the United States 

will cause a patent or grant to be made and executed to them for the same… 

 

SEC. 5.  And be it further enacted, That upon the making of any such exchange as is 

contemplated by this act, it shall and may be lawful for the President to cause such aid and 

assistance to be furnished to the emigrants as may be necessary and proper to enable them to 

remove to, and settle in, the country for which they may have exchanged; and also, to give them 

such aid and assistance as may be necessary for their support and subsistence for the first year 

after their removal. … 

 

SEC. 7.  And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the President to 

have the same superintendence and care over any tribe or nation in the country to which they 

may remove, as contemplated by this act, that he is now authorized to have over them at their 

present places of residence. … 



Station 3b 
 

Chief John Ross protests the Treaty of New Echota 

Letter from Chief John Ross of the Cherokee Nation to the Senate and House of Representatives, September 

28, 1836, in regards to the Treaty of New Echota.   

It is well known that for a number of years past we have been harassed by a series of vexations,  

which it is deemed unnecessary to recite in detail, but the evidence of which our delegation will be 

prepared to furnish. With a view to bringing our troubles to a close, a delegation was appointed on the 

23rd of October, 1835, by the General Council of the nation, clothed with full powers to enter into 

arrangements with the Government of the United States, for the final adjustment of all our existing 

difficulties. The delegation failing to effect an arrangement with the United States commissioner, then in 

the nation, proceeded, agreeably to their instructions in that case, to Washington City, for the purpose of 

negotiating a treaty with the authorities of the United States. 

After the departure of the Delegation, a contract was made by… certain individual Cherokees, 

purporting to be a “treaty, concluded at New Echota, in the State of Georgia, on the 29th day of 

December, 1835, by General William Carroll and John F. Schermerhorn, commissioners on the part of the 

United States, and the chiefs, headmen, and people of the Cherokee tribes of Indians.” A spurious [false] 

Delegation, in violation of a special injunction of the general council of the nation, proceeded to 

Washington City with this pretended treaty, and by false and fraudulent representations … obtained … 

the recognition of the United States Government. And now it is presented to us as a treaty, ratified by the 

Senate, and approved by the President [Andrew Jackson], and our acquiescence [compliance] in its 

requirements demanded… It comes to us, not through our legitimate authorities, the known and usual 

medium of communication between the Government of the United States and our nation, but through the 

agency of a complication of powers, civil and military. 

By the stipulations of this instrument, we are despoiled of our private possessions, the 

indefeasible property of individuals. We are stripped of every attribute of freedom and eligibility for legal 

self-defence (sic). Our property may be plundered before our eyes; violence may be committed on our 

persons; even our lives may be taken away, and there is none to regard our complaints. We are 

denationalized; we are disfranchised. We are deprived of membership in the human family! We have 

neither land nor home, nor resting place that can be called our own. And this is effected by the provisions 

of a compact which assumes the venerated, the sacred appellation [designation] of treaty. 

We are overwhelmed! Our hearts are sickened, our utterance is paralized (sic), when we reflect on 

the condition in which we are placed, by the audacious practices of unprincipled men, who have managed 

their stratagems [schemes] with so much dexterity as to impose on the Government of the United States, 

in the face of our earnest, solemn, and reiterated protestations.   

The instrument in question is not the act of our Nation; we are not parties to its covenants; it has not 

received the sanction of our people. The makers of it sustain no office nor appointment in our Nation, 

under the designation of Chiefs, Head men … to assume the reins of Government, and to make bargain 

and sale of our rights, our possessions, and our common country. And we are constrained solemnly to 

declare, that we cannot but contemplate the enforcement of the stipulations of this instrument on us, 

against our consent, as an act of injustice and oppression, which, we are well persuaded, can never 

knowingly be countenanced [allowed] by the Government and people of the United States; nor can we 

believe it to be the design of these honorable and highminded (sic) individuals, who stand at the head of 

the Govt., to bind a whole Nation, by the acts of a few unauthorized individuals. And, therefore, we, the 

parties to be affected by the result, appeal with confidence to the justice, the magnanimity, the 

compassion, of your honorable bodies, against the enforcement, on us, of the provisions of a compact, in 

the formation of which we have had no agency. 

* Note:  The Treaty of Echota took land from the Cherokee, without the majority of their approval (less than 500 out 

of approximately 17,000 Cherokee), for a payment of $5 million and land in the west. The treaty was 

signed by President Andrew Jackson and put into effect in 1836. 



Station 4a 

Stop you have gone 

too far, or by the 

Eternal I’ll hang you 

all. 

A little farther Cal and we’re safe. 

One step more and it will be within my grasp. 

We must bear the burthen 

whether we are exalted or 

suspended. 

A glorious prize, how bright it looks, 

keep steady my Friends, you shall be 

exalted 

I tell you what, 

Neighbour.  I 

wont stand it, they 

are putting too 

much on us. 



Station 4b 

New England States - 40% favored the 

tariff; 60% opposed the tariff 

Mid-Atlantic and Northwestern States - 

favored the tariff and its duties on 

certain raw materials 

Southern states - opposed the tariff 


