AP US History 
--Extra Credit--
Last day to turn in Extra Credit (you may turn in early): 

1st semester- January 4, 2018
2nd  Semester- May 23, 2018
(no work will be graded after “due” date—no exceptions--)

Overview: 


Extra Credit points will be earned for completing any of the following assignments, with a maximum of 30 points possible and/or 4 submissions per semester.  Students may visit a “historically relevant” locations, watch a “historically relevant” movies or read a “historically relevant” books, and complete the following written assignment to earn extra points.  Ms. Costantini must be consulted prior to visiting/view/reading selections to ensure that the topic is appropriate and relevant for AP US History class. All written extra credit reports must thoroughly address all parts of the assignment, must be neat, and MUST reflect that clear time and AP Level effort were used in the creation of the review.  The Movies/Books that are reviewed should be within the semester that we studied them so you know the historical background and merits of the events.

 A Maximum of 10 points Extra Credit per assignment can be earned and will count as “formal/test” score up to 30 extra credit points may be earned per SEMESTER.  To receive the full 10 points per assignment students must thoroughly answer all parts of the assignment’s directions.  Only four assignments may be submitted per semester.  No group write-ups will scored.  Any extra credit points earned will be added at the end of a semester.  All work must be original and any copied/plagiarized work will receive no credit (including plot summaries for movies/texts).  Any trip, book, or movie that students choose to review is optional and students must attain proper and appropriate parental permissions to review that content or go to that location.

“Lets Take a Field Trip” Extra Credit:

There are many Historical sites near or in Charlotte.  If you are looking for a site please talk to Ms. Costantini prior to visiting the site.  Once your location has been approved upon your visit you must provide some documentation (ie picture of you in front of the site) that you actually visited the site, then complete the following written review. (Ideas for sites: museums, battle sites, historic homes/plantations) (local sites; King’s Mountain, Cowpens, Latta Plantation, Rosedale Plantation, Hezekiah Alexander Homestead, James K. Polk Home-site, Museum of the New South, Reed’s Gold Mine) Spend time at the historic site and explore and view the exhibits, ask questions of the staff—Learn cool facts to share!  You MUST support your answers with many specific examples and sights that you saw.
Written requirements (all parts/questions must be thoroughly addressed)

1. Provide a brief history of the location.

2. What did you physically see and experience? (elaborate on what you saw/did etc…)

3. How does this site fit into America’s history? Did the site play a prominent role or does it reflect more of a “common”/average American life? explain

4. What types of technology/innovations from the time period did you see? How did technology, or lack of, impact the lives of people from that time period/location? explain

5. What did you not see that would have added to your understanding of the site? (what questions did you leave with?)

6. Based on this site what did you learn about the time period? explain

7. What extra insights/info do you think are relevant to your visit?  

Movie Time! Extra Credit:


Be forewarned this extra credit seems the “easiest” but you must work beyond sitting and eating popcorn!! Movies are a great form of entertainment but also reflect the time period in which they are made (examples: 1950’s movies tend to reflect the 1950’s societal fears of communism, 1960’s reflect societal changes and sense of new freedoms etc..—No movie is created in a vacuum and movies do reflect the time periods and society they were made within) You MUST get prior approval from Ms. C for the movie you choose.  Parental permission MUST be given prior to viewing any movie rated higher then PG (many war films have violence and language that reflect their mature subject—If you choose a movie, you must get parental permission to view…and parent MUST sign your report reflecting that permission). After viewing your selected movie you must thoroughly answer and address all parts of assignment, cite MANY and SPECIFIC scenes from movies to support your answers.  You must provide proof you watched the movie (movie and picture of you with DVD case/in front of TV with movie etc…). Movies must be from the time periods that we have already covered in class so you know the historical relevance and background of the film.  You must cite MANY SPECIFIC examples from the film in your answers.
Written requirements:
1. Movie citation (MLA Format—including; Name of movie, Director, Year made etc…)

2. Basic plot of movie (5-6 sentences MAX in YOUR OWN words)

3. Was the movie realistic in showing the time period covered? Explain (cite evidence and MANY specific reasons)
4. What historical mistakes did you see (or question)? Were there extra events “added” to the story? explain

5. Was the movie believable in its portrayal of the events covered? Why/why not? explain

6. What bias was reflected in the making of the movie? (ie why was this movie made by the director? What were they trying to “teach” the audience by making this movie?) How does the movie reflect the time period it was made?

7. What did you learn from the movie? Or what did you question due to the movie? Explain

8. Based on what you learned and from your insights, how can this new knowledge be applied to modern times?

“Read a Book??!” Extra Credit:


 This extra credit is for the book lovers!  For this assignment you must get prior approval from Ms. C for the book you are reading- and can’t simply be a book you read for English class.  Books need to be Non-Fiction and address a time period or subject matter that we have discussed in class so they you know the historical background and validity of the author’s arguments.  There are a few fiction books that may be read (Uncle Tom’s Cabin, The Jungle etc…), books need to be chosen from the selected historical books Ms. C has approved.  Several books cover an entire time period, some are specific to a topic/person/event…. Discuss your text prior to reading it.  You must cite many examples from the text in your answers.
Written Directions
1. Book citation (MLA Format)

2. Provide a basic plot/overview of book (5-6 sentences max in YOUR OWN words)

3. What was the authors main thesis (non-fiction), or main theme (fiction)? explain


3a. How believable was the author in supporting their thesis/themes? explain


3b. What proof/support did the author give to their thesis/theme? List details

4. What historical events were covered in the text, and how believable was the presentation of the material? explain

5. What mistakes/over-exaggerations were made by the author? Explain 

6. Why did the author write this text? (ie why do we care today about the events covered in the text?) explain 

7. What did you learn by reading this text? How can these lessons be applied to modern times?
